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ABSTRACT 
The northern sub-Saharan African (NSSA) region, bounded by the Sahara, Equator, and 
the West and East African coastlines, is subjected to intense biomass burning every year 
during the dry season. This is believed to be one of the drivers of the regional carbon and 
energy cycles, with serious implications for the water cycle anomalies that probably 
contribute to drought and desertification. In this presentation, we will discuss a new 
multi-disciplinary research in the NSSA region, review progress, evaluate preliminary 
results, and interact with the research and user communities to examine how best to 
coordinate with other research activities in order to address related environmental issues 
most effectively. 
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